
Olive School
 Blackburn

 
EYFS Parent Workshop

 



Our Mission 

Nurturing Today’s Young People, 
Inspiring Tomorrow’s Leaders

Our Vision  



What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?

> Statutory Framework

> School Life

> Final Stages in Reception

>Phonics



The areas of learning and 
development within the EYFS



EYFS Framework 

> Statutory framework for the early years 
foundation stage (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf


Characteristics of Effective Teaching 
and Learning

>Playing and exploring 

>Active Learning

>Creating and thinking critically



Personal Social Emotional Development- 
How can you help at home?

❖ Support your child to respond to and 
discuss their feelings about different 
activities and events.

❖ Play games which encourage sharing 
and turn taking which will help your 
child to build their social skills.

❖ Encourage discussions about 
achievements and goals.

❖ Encourage children to tolerate delay.

❖ Children to make healthy food choices 
and know the reason why 

ELG: Self-Regulation
- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to 
regulate their behaviour accordingly;
- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and 
control their immediate impulses when appropriate;
Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even 
when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving 

several ideas or actions.

ELG: Managing Self
- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, 
resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;
- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to 
behave accordingly;
Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including 
dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of 
healthy food choices.

ELG: Building Relationships
- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others; 
- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers; 
- Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 



Physical Development-
What they need to know. How can you help?

❖ Encourage indeoendence when putting on 
coat, fastening, hanging 

❖ Give your child time to run, jump, climb and 
play outdoors.

❖ Share stories about being healthy, choosing 
the right food, drinking water and getting 
plenty of sleep.

❖ Encourage your child to participate in 
activities such as building, drawing, 
threading beads, playing with water, 
malleable materials and construction.

❖ Encourage and support your child to 
independently use the toilet, wash hands 

❖ When holding a pencil, children to be 
encouraged to hold with the tripod grip and 
have a focus on forming letters correctly.

ELG: Gross Motor Skills 

- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with 

consideration for themselves and others;

- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination 

when playing;

- Move energetically, such as running, jumping, 

dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.

ELG: Fine Motor Skills

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 

writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;

- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint 

brushes and cutlery; 

- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 



Communication & Language-
What they need to know. How can you help? 

❖Encourage your child to listen 
and respond appropriately by 
using words, gestures or objects. 

❖Listen and follow instructions.

❖Encourage your child to pose 
questions that use why , how, 
where, what, when and who.

❖Take time to listen to your child 
talking about things they’ve done 
and answering their questions.

ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding

> - Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant 
questions, comments and actions when being read to and during 
whole class discussions and small group interactions; 

> - Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to 
clarify their understanding;

> - Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
with their teacher and peers.

ELG: Speaking 

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 

> - Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate;

> - Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use 
of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 



Literacy- 
What they need to know. How can you help?

❖ Share stories and books at home 
discussing the characters and sequence 
of events.

❖ Sing simple familiar rhymes.

❖ Have fun with chalks, crayons, and 
whiteboards.

❖ Play imaginative games and dress up as 
different characters.

❖ Look out in the environment for 
familiar letters and words.

❖ Make up stories with your child and act 
out the different roles and plots.

❖ Spot sounds in the environment 

❖ READ DAILY!

ELG: Comprehension

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling 

stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 

vocabulary; 

- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 

about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

ELG: Word Reading

- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 

- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 

- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their 

phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

ELG: Writing

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds 

with a letter or letters; 

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 



Maths 
What they need to know. How can you help?

❖ Talk about the shapes you can see in the 
environment.

❖ Comparing things which are heavy and 
light or long and short.

❖ Look out for numbers in and out of the 
home.

❖ Singing counting songs and rhymes.

❖ Counting, adding and subtracting 
anything and everything - socks, cars, 
shopping, cutlery, fingers and toes!

❖ Baking/Cooking!!

❖ Spot patterns in the environment

ELG: Number

- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the 

composition of each number; 

- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; 

- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or 

other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) 

and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

ELG: Numerical Patterns

- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting 

system; 

- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising 

when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the 

other quantity;

- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, 

including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can 

be distributed equally. 



Understanding Of the World- 
What they need to know. How can you help?

❖ Talk with your child about the places they go 
and things they see in the world around them.

❖ Answering and encouraging questions - What 
if…? Why do you think…? How did you…?

❖ Letting children join in with everyday activities - 
washing up, cooking, shopping, helping in the 
garden...

❖ Lots of opportunities to explore inside and 
outside in a variety of environments.

ELG: Past and Present

- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in 

society; 

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and 

now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 

- Understand the past through settings, characters and events 

encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

ELG: People, Culture and Communities 

- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences 

and what has been read in class; 

- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-

fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

ELG: The Natural World 

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 

drawing pictures of animals and plants;

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 

around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class; 

- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 

around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 



Exploring Media & Materials-
What they need to know. How can you help?

❖Talk with your child about 
their imaginative play and 
join in if possible!

❖Have junk modelling sessions 
and see what you can create.

❖Paint a picture and not 
necessarily on a piece of 
paper.

❖Sing songs/Nasheeds

ELG: Creating with Materials

Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form 

and function; 

- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; 

- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters 

in narratives and stories. 

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive

Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers 

and their teacher; 

- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 

- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – 

when appropriate – try to move in time with music.



Ways you can help

> Talk to your children about their play.

> Take your child to the library and engage them in looking 
at pictures in books. 

> Ensure your child practices their pencil grip and can have a 
go at writing their name.

> In practical situations ask your child to count certain 
objects. 

> Take your child to explore different experiences so that 
they can develop their vocabulary.



How do we do this? 

>LTP 



How do we do this? 

>Roadmaps 



How do we do this?



How this translates into the classroom
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Early Bird Fine Motor Name writing Construction DEAR Numbers and sounds 
Registration

8:15-8:45

Date & Weather

WELLCOMM

SOW

Date & Weather

WELCOMM

SOW

Date & Weather

WELCOMM

SOW

Date & Weather

WELCOMM

SOW

Date & Weather

8:15-8:45: KS1 Assembly

8:45-9:15 Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics 
9:15-10:15 English English English English English
10:15-10:30 SOW SOW SOW SOW SOW
10:30-10:45 Break

10:45-11:45 Maths Maths Maths Maths Maths
11:45-12:30 Lunch

12:30-12:45 SOW

Teeth brushing 

SOW

Teeth brushing 

SOW

Teeth brushing 

SOW

Teeth brushing 

SOW

Teeth brushing 

12:45-1:15 Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics 
1:15-2:15 EAD UWD Welly Wednesday

Forest School

PSED PE

2:15-3:15 Shared/ Guided Reading

CP 

Trim Trail 

2:15-2:35

SOW 

2:15-2:35

SOW 

2:15-2:35

SOW 

2:15-2:35

SOW 

3:15-3:25 SOW 



Physical education in EYFS 

>2 sessions a week 

>Outdoor play on trim trail 

>Focussed PE session

>PE kits from home on designated days except 
pumps.  



PE days 

Ibn Umar Bint 
Muhammad 

Ibn Zubayr 

Thursday 



Trips

. 
Celebrations- 
Winnie pooh 

day, 

Visitors- 
Author 

Forest schools 

How do we bring the learning to 
life?



How is the learning evidenced? 

>Floor books

>Online journal- Tapestry  

>Exercise books 





Phonics

At the Olive school we follow Read Write Inc . 



• Phonics is taught over six phases.

• Phonics teaching starts at Nursery level and is 

taught up to Year 1 for most children at the 

Olive school. 

• In reception, children are working towards 

being secure at phase 2 and most of Phase 

3sounds 

Phonics - How is it taught?



How will they learn to read? 



Speed sounds

Set 1 Set 2 Set 3
m a  s  d  t  i n  p  g  o  c  k  
u  b  f  e  l  h  r  j  v y  w  z  
x 
: sh th ch qu ng  nk ck
Blending words: m–a–t 
mat, c–a–t cat, g–o–t got, 
f–i–sh fish, 
s–p–o–t  spot, b–e–s–t  
best, s–p–l–a–sh splash

Blending Books:  Red, 
Green and Purple 
Storybooks.

ay ee igh ow oo oo ar or 
air  ir ou oy

Words containing these 
sounds 

Blending books: Pink, 
Orange and Yellow 
Storybooks

ea oi a-e i-e o-e u-e  aw 
are  ur er  ow  ai  oa ew
ire  ear ure

Words containing these 
sounds

Blending books: Blue and 
Grey Storybooks.

Fred says the 
sounds and the 
children blend 

the word. 



What does a typical phonics lesson look 
like?



Phonics link 

> https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/wAlqmytf/f9lC2ijn 

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/wAlqmytf/f9lC2ijn


Phonics booklet 

Your child will bring home a phonics booklet. You 

will see that each sound is drawn in the shape of a 

picture. 



High Frequency words 

Words that cannot be segmented and 
blended together. 

   eg in phase 2 the tricky words are 

                   ‘the, to, no, go, I’

>Children are encouraged to learn these 
words by sight. 



Reading at home - A special time. 

> Take time out to read with your child!
> Do not read the book aloud before your child reads it to you.

> Ask your child to read the sounds and words before he or she reads the

story.

> When your child reads the story, ask him or her to sound out

> the words that he or she can’t read automatically. Don’t allow your child to 

struggle too much. 

> Praise your child when he or she succeeds.

> Read back each sentence or page to keep the plot moving. (Your child’s 

energy is going into reading the words not the story.)

> Do not ask your child to guess the word by using the pictures.

> Do it all with patience and love!



Home Reading

>Children will be provided with two books a 
week (Monday and Thursday)

>Phonics books will be assigned weekly on 
Oxford Owl (login below)



Additional Home Reading

>Available through Oxford Owl eBook Library 
(demo)

>Select the Level assigned by the teacher, a 
sticker (as below) will be stuck in the reading 
record and updated regularly as your child 
progresses in reading.

Lilac



Demo- Oxford Owl pupil home page

Reading books assigned by the 
class teacher (updated weekly).



Demo- Oxford Owl pupil home page 
cont.

Phonics books assigned by the 
class teacher (updated weekly).

Additional audio books for pleasure.

Additional Phonics books to build 
fluency. Levels directed by the 
teacher.

Additional  
books for 
pleasure. 
Levels 
directed by 
the teacher.



Star Readers

>A ‘reading for pleasure’ initiative, to promote a 
love of reading.

>Children are challenged to read or share 10 of 
the Star Readers across the year.

>Children can tick and date the book list in their 
reading records when complete.

>Books changed fortnightly.

> https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/XgE93PX1/JTXujb0B 

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/XgE93PX1/JTXujb0B


Key points 

>Snack-provided from school. (Healthy Snack)

>Uniform and coats labelled (including hats and 
gloves)

>School Bag in school everyday 

>Homework- literacy and Maths 



School timings  - September 2023 

>Monday: 8:15am – 3:25pm

>Tuesday – Friday 8:15am – 2:35pm 

>Enrichment clubs take place from Tuesday –
Thursday each week.  2.35pm-3.15pm. 

>There are no Enrichment clubs on Monday or Friday. 



Faith 

> Surah Fateha 

> Dua’s (Eating, Drinking milk/ using toilet/ end of the day)

> Hadeeth of the week assembly

> Surah Kahf  

> Faith Events (Hajj/Rabeel Awaal/ Ramadhaan, special 
nights)

> Faith visitors 

> Nasheed Artists

> Re Lessons with a focus on similarities and differences  
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